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by Judith Stanford Miller, M.Ed., M.A., Stories250 editor Feb. 4, 2026

Dear Readers,

Thank you for joining me in keeping this important history alive! I have read each book listed
below and am excited to pass along my strong recommendation for each one.

History is about people, people who are often caught up in events way beyond their control. In
reading about their lives, often tragic and heartbreaking, I wondered what I would have done if I
had found myself in their situation. History gives us a window into the past, helps us live in the
present and must inform our future. Life lessons from the amazing people you will meet in these
books literally jumps off the pages. Reading, both fiction and nonfiction, is fundamental to not only
literacy but also character development. These books will motivate students to read and reflect and
then hopefully, discuss what they have read with their peers, their teachers, their parents and other
adults. Let’s finally use social media for learning!

I would love to discuss these books with you. Stay tuned for information about the launch of my
Stories250 podcast on this website.

Judith Miller, M.Ed., M.A.
Writer, Director and Co-Producer: Crosswinds: The Courageous Life of Cornelia Fort

Annotated Bibliography

1. Brinkley, Douglas. The Boys of Pointe du Hoc, Ronald Reagan, D-Day, and the U.S. Army
2" Ranger Battalion, HarperCollins, 2005. (223 pages)

The Allied D-Day invasion that launched on June 6, 1944 along a 50-mile stretch of
the Normandy coast in France to liberate western Europe from Hitler and Nazi
Germany was the largest air and sea invasion ever attempted. Gen. Dwight D.
Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Commander, said the Allies did not have a Plan B if D-
Day failed. While there have been hundreds of books written about D-Day, this book
tells the story of the Army rangers assigned to scale Pointe du Hoc to disable German
artillery. Written after President Ronald Reagan traveled to Normandy for D-Day’s
Fortieth anniversary, Brinkley tells the story of Reagan’s famous speech that day and
the events that took place 40 years before. Brinkley interviewed D-Day Army
Rangers for his book so it is an authentic account of the day. Brinkley tells the story
in riveting detail so that readers are left with utter amazement at the soldiers’ bravery,
skills, and ingenuity demonstrated to accomplish their mission. This book will
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motivate both students and adults to read and learn more about D-Day as well as
truly appreciate the sacrifice of the Greatest Generation.

2. Brown, Harold and Bordner, Marsha. Keep Your Airspeed Up: the Story of a Tuskegee
Airman, The University of Alabama Press, 2017. (288 pages)

Before Harold Brown was 21 years old, he had lived a lifetime. From a young age,
he dreamed of becoming a military pilot. Many people told him he could not be a
military pilot because he was African American. But he did not give up on his dream.
He excelled in high school and in 1943, he applied to the U.S. Army Air Forces. He
was accepted and earned his wings at Tuskegee in 1944. Deployed to Italy, in March
1945, debris from an exploding locomotive disabled his plane, forcing him to bail out
over enemy territory in the Alps. He was captured and held as a POW in Germany. In
April 1945, Gen. George Patton liberated the POW camp in Moosburg where Harold
was being held. Harold returned to the United States, not yet 21 years old. He stayed
in the military, retired, and then had a successful career as community college
administrator after earning his doctorate. The book offers primary source history
about the Tuskegee Airmen and life lessons for all as Harold identifies key attributes
that led to his success.

NOTE: I had the honor of interviewing Harold in May 2020. Harold passed away in
2023.

3. Butter, Irene with Bidwell, John; Holloway, Kris. from Holocaust to Hope: Shores Beyond
Shores, London, TRG, 2018. (288 pages)

Born in 1930, Irene had an idyllic childhood in Berlin before her family was forced
to move from Germany to Amsterdam as Hitler came to power in the 1930s. After
Nazi Germany invaded Holland in 1940, life became very difficult for Irene and her
family, along with thousands of other Dutch Jews. Irene’s family was first deported
to Westerbork, a transit camp in Holland, and then to the Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp in northern Germany. Her father was able to obtain passports for
the family, which allowed the family to stay together in the camp. Irene, her mother,
and older brother would survive the Holocaust. As Irene tells her story about their
liberation from the concentration camp, you will not be able to put the book down.
The night before Irene’s family was notified they were being freed in late January
1945, Irene briefly talked with Anne Frank whom she knew from their Amsterdam
neighborhood. Anne and Margot, her sister, died at Bergen-Belsen just a few weeks
later. Through Irene’s heartbreaking yet hopeful story, the book is the perfect way to
introduce the Holocaust to middle school and high school students.

NOTE: I had the honor to first interview Irene in 2017 as she was finishing her

book. Her grace and vision for a more peaceful world is an inspiration to all. On Dec.
11, 2020, Irene celebrated her 90th birthday.
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4. Colman, Penny. Rosie the Riveter: Women Working on the Home Front in World War 11,
Random House, 1995. (128 pages)

Phyllis Gould (1921-2021) was one of the first six women hired by the Kaiser
Shipyards in Richmond, California, to become welders during WWII. Phyllis thought
this book on Rosie the Riveter was the best one she ever read about the millions of
women who left home and went to work in factories during WWII. The story of
Rosie the Riveter has many aspects. This book is well researched and an excellent
overview. Upon careful study, readers learn that very few women between the ages of
25 and 34 entered the labor force during WWII. Most Rosies were 35 years and older
and some had just graduated from high school. Many original Rosies say they were
attracted to work in factories because of the high pay but once there, they realized the
important work they were doing for the war effort so that their boys would have the
equipment they needed.

NOTE: I had the honor of interviewing Phyllis at the 2017 Rosie Rally at Eastern
Michigan University where more than 3,000 people came dressed as Rosie to set a
Guinness World Record. I also interviewed Mae Kirier at the rally. When Mae
graduated from high school, she moved to Seattle to work for the Boeing Company
where she stayed throughout the war.

5. Doolittle, James “Jimmy” with Glines, Carroll V. I Could Never Be So Lucky Again,
Bantam Books, New York, 1991. (560 pages)

At more than 500 pages (paperback), this autobiography is long but worth reading.
Gen. Doolittle (1896-1993) spent his early years in Nome, Alaska during the
Klondike Gold Rush but moved back to California to attend better schools. It’s there
he developed a love for flying. During World War I, he was a flight instructor as he
joined the Army Air Corps to learn to fly. After World War I, he left the Army to
work in private industry only to return to service during World War II. He led
Doolittle’s Raid over Tokyo in 1942 and then helped plan the air component of the
D-Day invasion in 1944. The book is not simply a military history because Gen.
Doolittle tells a heartfelt story about his marriage, which is reflected in the book’s
title. Especially valuable is Doolittle’s commitment to learning. He was the first
person to earn a doctorate in aeronautics from MIT.

NOTE: In 2014, I interviewed Jonna Doolittle Hoppes, Gen. Doolittle’s
granddaughter.

6. Fleischman, John. Black and White Airmen: Their True History, Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt Publishing Company, New York, 2007. (154 pages)

Fifty years after World War II, John Leahr and Herb Heilbrun, two WWII veterans
who were both pilots during the war and went to the same elementary school in
Cincinnati, reunited to forge a lasting friendship. Their paths did not cross during the
war. John was a Tuskegee Airman in Class 43-G. He deployed to Italy so his story is
a wonderful companion to Keep Your Airspeed Up, the story of Harold Brown, a
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Tuskegee Airman who also deployed to Italy. This book by John Fleischman tells
John and Herb’s incredible story.

7. Gies, Miep. Anne Frank Remembered: The Story of the Woman Who Helped to Hide the
Frank Family, Simon and Schuster, New York, 1987, 2009. (272 pages)

Along with Shores Beyond Shores by Irene Butter, this book is an excellent resource
to introduce students to the Holocaust. Few people realize the Frank family hid for
25 long months. Miep Gies worked for Otto Frank, Anne’ father, at his spice
business. Otto asked Miep to help them if they had to go into hiding. For 25 months,
Miep secured food and other essentials for not only the Frank family of four but also
for four other people hiding with the family. On the day the Frank family was
betrayed in August 1944, Miep collected Anne’s diary and other papers and put them
in her desk. She never read Anne’s words. When Otto returned from Auschwitz, the
only member of his family to survive, Miep gave him the papers. Otto published
Anne’s diary in 1946.

8. Halvorsen, Gail. The Berlin Candy Bomber, Horizon Publishers, 2010, 2014, 2017.
(311pages)

In 1948, the Soviet Union instituted a blockade of West Berlin by shutting off all rail
and road access to West Berlin. They wanted to starve West Berlin residents to
control all of Berlin. West Berlin was a zone governed by the Allies after World War
II. The Soviet Union governed East Berlin. Air corridors for the Allies (United
States, France, and England) had been established under terms of the peace
agreement. With that authority, the Allies launched the Berlin Airlift in June 1948 to
deliver food and fuel to West Berliners. It was predicted to last a few weeks but it
stretched into 15 months. Gail Halvorsen, a cargo pilot with the Army Air Corps,
flew the Airlift for seven months. One day he met a group of children who were
standing at a fence at Berlin’s Tempelhof airport. He was astonished at their maturity
and hope for freedom. He gave them two sticks of gum and watched as the children
divided the gum and passed the wrappers around for children who did not get any so
they could smell peppermint. The next day he began dropping candy to the children
by making parachutes from men’s handkerchiefs and string. Word spread and Col.
Halvorsen became known as the “Berlin Candy Bomber” and “Uncle Wiggly
Wings.”

NOTE: In fall 2019, I had the honor of hosting Col. Halvorsen as a virtual keynote
speaker at a teacher workshop I conducted at an aviation museum. Col. Halverson
passed away in 2022 at the age of 101.

9. Hervieux, Linda. Forgotten: The Untold Story of D-Day’s Black Heroes, at Home and at
War, Harper, 2015. (273 pages)

This book is about the 320" Barrage Balloon Battalion, comprised of all African
American soldiers who were the Army’s only all Black battalion to land on the
beaches of Normandy on D-Day. Barrage balloons were tethered to the ground and
used to deter enemy aircraft. During WWII, African Americans were fighting for a
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Double Victory, a victory over Nazi Germany and victory over Jim Crow laws at
home that segregated people based on race. Yet African American men and women
volunteered to serve. It’s tragic to think how these Americans were treated, especially
when they returned home from war after putting their lives at risk for the country. In
1948, President Truman ordered all branches of the military to integrate, which led
the way for the Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s and 1960s.

10. Hoose, Phillip. The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and The Churchill
Club, Farrar Straus Giroux, New York, 2015. (208 pages)

Phillip Hoose wrote this award-winning book following his visit to the Museum of
Dutch Resistance in Copenhagen in 2000. Young boys sparked the Resistance when
Denmark fell quickly to German occupation in 1940 and Danish adults quickly
acquiesced to the occupation. The boys formed The Churchill Club in tribute to
Winston Churchill whom they felt bravely resisted Hitler. The book recounts the
boys’ dangerous escapades trying to disrupt Nazi operations. Many of the boys were
eventually caught and sent to prison but survived to see the end of World War II and
Denmark return to sovereign rule. Some of the boys met Winston Churchill when he
came to Denmark to receive an honor in 1950.

11. Kladstrup, Don and Petie. Wine and War: The French, The Nazis & The Battle For
Frances’s Greatest Treasure, Broadway Books/Penguin Random House, 2002. (248 pages)

Whether one is a wine lover or not, this book is a fantastic history of what happened
to France’s vineyards and French winemakers during World War II. Just 20 years
after the end of World War I, French winemakers were still recovering from the
devastation of that war. In 1940 when Germany marched through western Europe,
German soldiers were issued rations of wine so that supply could not be destroyed.
The book details famous wine regions in France, such as Bordeaux, Burgundy, and
Alsace-Lorraine, with personal stories of how winemakers persevered under German
occupation. French winemakers often worked within the French Resistance so
underground wine cellars became important meeting places. The book brings to light
an aspect of World War II few think about but one that again reveals the human toll
of the war.

12. Kleiss, N. Jack “Dusty” with Timothy and Laura Orr. Never Call me a Hero: A Legendary
American Dive-Bomber Pilot Remembers, The Estate of Norman Jack Kleiss, 2017. (289

pages)

The World War II Memorial on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. has Atlantic
Theater and Pacific Theater sections. Veterans who fought in the Pacific Theater
often comment about how their part of the war is not as well known because of the
significance of the D-Day invasion in France. To give students insight into the
worldwide scope of the war, this book tells the story of a dive bomber pilot who
participated in the Battle of Midway in June 1942. It was a pivotal Allied victory
because it stopped Japanese aggression at sea. Through Doolittle’s raid on Tokyo in
April 1942, America showed Japan it could reach its shores through the air. Less than
two months later and just six months after Japan attacked the U.S. Naval Base at
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Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, Dusty Kleiss (1916-2016), an elite bomber pilot stationed on
the USS Enterprise, took out three Japanese ships to cripple their fleet. He kept his
heroism to himself for decades but in his late 90s began writing his story with co-
authors Timothy and Laura Orr. Dusty passed away on April 22, 2016 at age 100. His
book was published the following May. This book is an inspiration for all.

13. Lax, Eric. The Mold in Dr. Florey's Coat: The Story of the Penicillin Miracle; Henry Holt
and Company, 2005. (263 pages)

Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin in 1928 at London’s St Mary’s Hospital
when a mold grew on a petri dish on which he had cultured Staph bacteria. Fleming
noticed a clearing near the mold growth, leading him to conclude something in the
mold inhibited the bacteria. The book is well researched and dispels the myth that
Fleming left a window open when he went on vacation. Lax explains why that could
not have happened. Fleming was never able to extract enough penicillin for
experiments so he abandoned his research. Ten years later, a team of scientists at
Oxford read Fleming’s paper on penicillin and began work on it. World War II was
brewing and as their work advanced, the German Blitz began so the scientists rubbed
Penicillium spores on their lab coats to preserve the mold in case their lab was
bombed and destroyed. The book tells the amazing story of extracting enough
penicillin to test its effectiveness and then mass producing the antibiotic, in
collaboration with the United States, in time for D-Day (June 6, 1944) to save
thousands of soldiers’ lives.

14. Miller, Erin. Final Flight, Final Fight: My Grandmother, the WASP, and Arlington
National Cemetery, 4336 Press, 2019. (330 pages)

Erin Miller is Elaine Danforth Harmon’s granddaughter. While Elaine was a student
at the University of Maryland in College Park, Maryland in the late 1930s, she
learned of the Civilian Pilot Training Program (CPTP). The federal government
program paid the costs of flying lessons for college students who qualified. Elaine
earned her private pilot’s license through the CPTP. After college, she married and in
1943, applied to become a member of the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP).
More than 25,000 women applied, about 1,800 were accepted and 1,102 earned their
wings, including Elaine. The WASP were disbanded in December 1944. It took until
1977 for the WASP to be granted veteran status. Elaine’s final wish was to be buried
in Arlington National Cemetery. Elaine passed away in April 2015. Just weeks
before, the U.S. Army changed a rule and the family was denied the burial request.
Erin launched a campaign to amend the 1977 bill. The book details her tireless
lobbying effort, an exemplar of civic engagement proving without a doubt that one
person and one family can make a difference. The amendment was signed into law
on May 20, 2016. Elaine was interred at Arlington on Sept. 7, 2016.

NOTE: I had the honor of interviewing Erin Miller (no relation) in 2021.
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15. Mundy, Liza. The Code Girls: the Untold Story of the American Women Code Breakers of
World War II; New York, Hachette Books, 2017. (448 pages)

This is a fascinating book about thousands of female college math students who were
recruited to be code breakers during World War II. The Army and Navy hired the
girls to focus on breaking Japanese naval codes. British intelligence at Bletchley
Park worked on the German Enigma machine although some Code Girls did work on
it. Based in Washington D.C., the female cryptographers told their families they were
doing secretarial work. Sadly, when their jobs were eliminated after the war, many
women who wanted to continue in cryptography tragically could not find jobs. Their
post WWII experience was similar to the WASP who were disbanded in December
1944 and could no longer fly military planes. Years after the war, many Code Girls
were still hesitant to talk about their work because of confidentiality agreements.

16. Purnell, Sonia. A Woman of No Importance: The Untold Story of the American Spy Who
Helped Win World War II; Penguin Books, 2020. (312 pages)

After reading this book, one wonders how Virginia Hall survived the war. Born in
Baltimore, she yearned for adventure and eventually found a job with the U.S. State
Department. A hunting accident while serving in Turkey in 1933 forced her left leg
below her knee to be amputated. Fitted with a wooden prosthetic leg, she did not let
it deter her from serving during World War II. She was outraged at the Nazi invasion
of France and began organizing the French Resistance. Eventually she earned a job
as a Special Operations Executive in an agency that was the precursor to the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA). Not taken seriously because she was a woman, she
nonetheless proved herself over and over again to be one of the most effective spies,
male or female, in German-occupied France. How she escaped being captured by the
Nazis is absolutely amazing. The book will have you on the edge of your seat. After
the war, she spent the rest of her career at the CIA in Langley, Virginia.

17. Rickman, Sarah Byrn. The Originals: The Women’s Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron of World
War I1. Braughler Books, 2001 (394 pages)

Sarah began interviewing WAFS more than 30 years ago after Nancy Batson Crews
asked her to write a book about the history of the WAFS. Published in 2001, The
Originals tells that entire story from its origins in fall 1942 when the U.S. Army Air
Forces asked Nancy Love to recruit other experienced female pilots to ferry military
airplanes within the United States. After sending out telegrams to 83 female pilots in
early September 1942, 28 women were eventually accepted and reported to New
Castle Army Air Base in Wilmington, Delaware for active duty as civilian pilots
under the umbrella of the Air Transport Command’s 2™ Ferrying Group. Sarah’s
book draws from her interviews, personal diaries of some of the WAFS, and other
research. In August 1943, the WAFS began operating under the WASP (Women
Airforce Service Pilots) and were no longer called WAFS. But the first 28 WAFS
will be forever remembered as ‘the Originals.”
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18. Rickman, Sarah Byrn. Nancy Love: WASP Pilot, Filter Press, 2019. (176 pages)

Nancy Harkness, born in 1914, had her eyes to the skies even as a teenager. She
wanted to become a pilot. Although her mother did not think that was appropriate for
“nice ladies,” her father convinced her mother to allow Nancy to take flying lessons
on two conditions that: 1) she remain in school and 2) she do it well. Nancy stayed in
school, became a pilot and distinguished herself as the leader of the first 28 women
pilots — the U.S. Army Air Forces Women’s Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron (WAFS)
during World War II. They ferried military planes within the United States. Nancy
Harkness Love was certified to fly even the largest Army planes, such as the C-47
and C-54 cargo planes. In 1945, the military asked Nancy to fly a secret mission to
India. After the war ended, Nancy raised three daughters. The book is an excellent
introduction to the WWII Home Front in regards to the rapid production of airplanes
and the vital role women played in safely and efficiently delivering military airplanes
to flying schools and bases.

NOTE: I had the honor of meeting and interviewing Sarah in 2019 at the Ninety-
Nines convention in Dayton, Ohio. She and I work collaboratively to keep this
history alive.

Other books on individual WAFS by Sarah include books about: Betty Gillies, BJ
Erickson, Teresa James, Cornelia Fort (2023), Jean Landis, and Nancy Batson Crews.

19. Rickman, Sarah Byrn. Cornelia Fort: WAFS Pilot — Her Life for Her Country, Flight to
Destiny Press, Colorado Springs, 2023. (116 pages)

Cornelia Fort, born in 1919 in Nashville, Tennessee, had never been in an airplane
before spring 1940. A friend invited her to take a ride. As she watched the ground
fade from view, she had found her calling in life. Cornelia immediately began taking
flying lessons and excelled beyond expectations. She quickly earned her private
pilot’s license and went on to earn both her commercial and instructor licenses. In
fall 1941, she was a flight instructor in Honolulu and was in the air early on Dec. 7,
1941, most likely the first civilian pilot to recognize Pearl Harbor was under attack.
One year later, Cornelia was a member of the Women’s Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron,
the WAFS, a group of 28 experienced female pilots who were the first women to
ferry military planes within the United States for the U.S. Army Air Forces. Read
Sarah’s book to learn about the rest of Cornelia’s life, the first woman to die in
service of her country. The book is written for young readers but adults will enjoy
reading this book and all of Sarah’s books about members of the WAFS. Sarah has
dedicated the past 30 years of her life to researching and writing about the WAFS to
keep this history alive.

Other books on individual WAFS by Sarah include books about: Nancy Love, Betty
Gillies, BJ Erickson, Teresa James, Jean Landis, and Nancy Batson Crews.

NOTE: I had the honor of meeting and interviewing Sarah in 2019 at the Ninety-

Nines convention in Dayton, Ohio. She and I work collaboratively to keep this
history alive.
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20. Smith, Howard K. Last Train from Berlin: An Eye-Witness Account Of Germany at War,
Cresset Press (1942); Phoenix Press 2000. (266 pages)

Howard K. Smith (1914-2002), journalist and former ABC Evening News co-anchor
from 1969-1975, was a young journalist working for CBS when they sent him to
Berlin in 1940 under Edward R. Murrow. The book is Smith’s first person account of
events in Germany after Germany invaded Poland on September 1, 1939 and before
the United States entered World War II on December 8, 1941 following the attack on
Pearl Harbor the day before. In fact, Smith was not able to leave Germany until Dec.
7, 1941, thus the title of his book. Because Smith lived in Germany while reporting,
his analysis of Hitler and his rise to power is fascinating. Smith met, talked with and
interviewed thousands of German citizens. His book answers questions many people
still have about Hitler and reveals how Hitler abandoned Germany’s workers shortly
after gaining power in 1933 and then became a brutal dictator. Cornelia Fort
mentions reading Smith’s book in a letter to her mother. Cornelia had a keen interest
in events in Europe even as a young college student so one can only imagine the
impact this book had on her life and commitment to serving as a member of the
WAFS in the Air Transport Command of the U.S. Army Air Forces.
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The Wright Brothers

As I began researching the life of Cornelia Fort, the first woman pilot to die while serving on active
duty, I also began researching the lives of Nancy Love and Betty Gillies. As the WAFS (Women’s
Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron) commander and leader, Nancy Love accepted Betty Gillies in
September 1942 as the first member of the new squadron. Cornelia was the second woman
accepted.

Betty was born in 1908; Nancy was born in 1914; and Cornelia was born in 1919. All three were
born at the dawn of aviation. As young girls, they may have seen a Wright “B” Flyer in the air or
other early airplane models at air shows where barnstormers would entertain large crowds by
performing air acrobatics and daring maneuvers close to the ground.

These air shows inspired many young boys — and girls - to look to the skies for adventure. In 1929,
there were just 117 licensed women pilots in the United States. In the 1930s, aviation soared in
popularity and eventually, 1,074 women earned their wings serving as pilots in the Women Airforce
Service Pilots (WASP) for the U.S. Army Air Forces during World War II.

In September 1942, the first 28 women pilots accepted into the Army became the WAFS, also
known as the Originals. They each had 500 or more hours in the air and a commercial pilot’s
license. They served active duty within the Army Air Forces Air Transport Command but were
considered civilian pilots. The WAFS, based at New Castle Army Air Base in Wilmington,
Delaware, were the most experienced women pilots in 1942. After an orientation, they immediately
began ferrying military planes throughout the United States.

To appreciate the courage and skills these first Army female pilots had, I thought a good
understanding of the dawn of aviation was necessary. The following three books on the Wright
Brothers provide a deep foundation about the brothers and thus, aviation history:

1. The Wright Brothers by David McCullough (2017: 262 pages)

2. Kill Devil Hill: Discovering the Secret of the Wright Brothers by Harry Combs with Martin
Combs and Foreword by Neil Armstrong, Houghton Mifflin, (1979. 348 pages)

3. The Bishop’s Boys: A Life of Wilbur and Orville Wright by Tom Crouch, 1989; W.W.
Norton & Company 2003. (529 pages) The Wright B Flyer Museum, located in Dayton,
Ohio, recommended this book to me as the definitive history of the Wright Brothers.

All three are excellent books.
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